
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Amendment of Final Order 

BZA Application No. 1 4 4 6 7 ,  of the Protestant Episcopal 
Cathedral Foundation of the District of Columbia, pursuant 
to Sub-section 8207.2  of the Zoning Regulations for a 
special exception under Paragraphs 3 1 0 1 . 4 1  and 3 1 0 1 . 4 2  to 
construct an addition to the existing elementary and 
kindergarten school in an R-1-B District at premises 3 5 0 0  
Woodley Road, N.W., Square 1 9 4 4 ,  Lot 815. 

HEARING DATE: July 23, 1 9 8 6  

DECISION DATE: July 23, 1 9 8 6  (Bench Decision) 

The final order of the Board in this application is 
dated August 29,  1 9 8 6 .  A representative of the applicant 
thereafter requested the staff of the Board to review the 
record to determine if conditions number 1 and 2, as set 
forth in the final order, accurately state the intention of 
the Board. Based upon the review and report of the staff, 
and the bench decision dated July 23,  1 9 8 6 ,  the Board has 
determined that conditions numbered 1 and 2 as previously 
entered, do not accurately reflect the decision of the Board 
on July 23, 1 9 8 6 ,  and that the error is clerical in nature, 
and therefore within the inherent authority of the Board to 
correct. Accordingly, the Board ORDERS that its August 29, 
1 9 8 6  order in this application be corrected, nunc pro tunc, 
by amending conditions numbered 1 and 2 to read as follows: 

1. Student enrollment shall not exceed 4 0 0  students. 

2. The number of faculty and staff shall not be 
increased from 59.  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: m 
EDWARD L. CURRY 
Acting Executive Di 

FINAL DATE OF AMENDMENT OF ORDER: OCT I 7 1% 

3 



G O V E R N M E N T  OF 'THE DISTRICT O F  COLUMEIA 
--. a u A F ? G  C F  Z2f%:?4G A C ' J U S T M E N T  

A?p?ic;tion No. 1 4 4 6 7  of the P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c ~ : p l  C a t h e d r a l  
Founc?a t icn  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  GE CcJliJ:T:Gia, p u r s c a x  t o  S u b s e c t i o n  - 
8 2 0 7 . 2  r,f t h e  Zoning R e g c l s t i c n s  f o r  a spe.::hl. excep t ion  
ilnder P a r a g r a p h s  3 1 0 L 4 I .  and 3 1 0 1 . 4 2  t o  conscrlrct an  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  elennentary and  kindergarten s.,-.'riool i n  a~ 
R - I - B  D i s t r i c t  a t  prenises 3 5 0 0  Xocdlcy R o a C ,  X . V L  S q u a r e  
1 9 4 4 ,  L o t  815. 

HEARING DATE: J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 8 5  

DECISION DATE: J u l y  2 3 ,  19€!6 (Berich Decision! 

F I N l j W G S  UF FACT: 

1. The p r e m i s e s  is located on t h e  grounds of t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l  and  i s  known a s  3500  Woodley Road, N . W .  

a The N a t i o n a l  C a t h e d r a l  g r o u n d s  are  boundad by Woodley Road 
t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  G a r f i e l d  S t r ee t  t o  t h e  scuth,  3 4  S t r e e t ,  t o  
t h e  e a s t ,  Wiscons in  Avenue t o  t h e  west, and M a s s a c h u t t s  
Avenue to t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  The s i t e  i s  i n  an R-1-8 D i s t r i c t ,  
Squa re  i944, Lot 815. 

2. The N a t i o n a l  Ca thedra l  grounds c o n s i s t  c f  11.67 
acres of l a n d  area. The Beauv io r  S c h o o l  i s  a p r i v a t e  
e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  arid c h i l d  deve lopment  c e n t e r  which i s  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  q u a d r a n t  of t h e  Cathedral p x x ~ n d s .  

3,  Beauvo i r  i s  a f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  
s c h o o l  serves g r a d e s  k i n d e r g a r t e n  t h r o u g h  t h i r d .  The 
k i n d e r g a r t e n  program a l s o  q u a l i f i e s  t h e  s c h o o l  as a c h i l d  
deve lopment  c e n t e r  . The s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n s  classrmms a 
l i b r a r y ,  gymnasium, d i n i n g  and  k i t c h e n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s c i e n c e  
room and r e c e p t i o n  area. 

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p r o p o s e s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  an  addition t o  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  b a s i c a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  of an 
h t e r n a l  c o u r t y a r d .  The a d d i t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a new sc ience  
room, music room and connecting corridor which completes the 
i n t e r n a l  circulation loop around the courtyard. An en1iirq.e- 
Rent of t h e  present reception afea will a l s o  bs ad&& arid 
tnc e x i s t i n g  c o v e r e d  e n t r a n c e  porch w i l l  be enclcsed tc 
provi2e g r e a t e r  energy efficiency 2nd addikiiori31 s e c u r i t y .  

iT, i . t igct ixq a noise facror .  
2- .lL i 3 p x ( ~ c s a 1  will be CC!TI.S ~ s c c t e d  cjf m a s x : ~  naterials th..: 



5 .  Beauvoir school currently enrolls 350 students and 
employs a staff of 59. N e i t h e r  the student enrollment or 
t h e  staff employed are expected to increase because of the 
addition. 

6. The school opera tes  from 7 : 3 0  A.M. until 3 : O O  P.M. 
Children are dropped o f f  and picked up on the Cathedral 
grounds directly in front of the school. The location of 
the drop-off and pick-up point is well removed from Woodley 
Road thus eliminating potential traffic congestion or safety 
hazards for the children. 

7. Forty-six off-street parking spaces surround the 
facility. Additionally, the Cathedral grounds contain 350 
parking spaces that are available fo r  use should the school 
spaces be inadequate. Further, the site is well served by 
mass transportation. 

8. The Cathedral was g r a n t e d  a Certificate of 
Occupancy, dated November 29, 1 9 7 9 ,  to operate an elementary 
school. The Certificate of Occupancy allows a maximum of 
400 student and 4 7  employees. The school was granted a 
permit to operate a child care center dated, April 8, 1 9 8 5 .  
The applicant has complied with all applicable code and 
licensing requirements. 

9. The applicants are before the Board of Zoning 
Adjustments (BZA) pursuant to Sub-section 8207.21.  This 
section requires that in the case of a use that was 
originally permitted as a matter-of-right and for which the 
regulations now require special exception approval from the 
BZA any extension or enlargement of such use shall require 
special exception from the BZA. 

10. Pursuant to the Zoning Regulations the Board 
submitted the application to the Office of Planning (OP) for 
review. The OP filed an untimely report, dated July 22, 
1986. The Board waived its rules and allowed the report to 
be filed. The OP report recommended approval of the application. 
In the opinion of the OP the proposed renovation will not 
result in an intensification of use at the site, but will 
permit the school to utilize more efficiently existing 
on-site resources. 

11. Pursuant to the Zoning Regulations the Board 
submitted the application to the District of Columbia 
Department of Public Works (DPW) and the District of Columbia 
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (DCRA) for 
review. Neither department submitted a report. 

12. The Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3-C in 
a letter dated July 3, 1886, informed the Board of their 
unanimous vote not to oppose the a92licztion. 
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13. The Board is r e q u i r e d  by law to give " g r e a t  
weight" to the issues and concerns of the ANC when those 
issues and concerns are reduced to writing. There were no 
issues and concerns of the ANC for the Board to consider. 

14. The proposed addition has received conceptual 
design approval from the Historic Preservation Review Board. 

1 5 .  There was no opposition to this application. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on the record, the Board concludes that the 
applicant is seeking a special exception the granting of 
which requires a showing through substantial evidence that 
the applicant has complied with the requirements of Paragraph 
3101.41 and 3101.42 of the Zoning Regulations and that the 
relief requested pursuant to Sub-section 8 2 0 7 . 2  can be 
granted as in harmony with the general purpose and intent of 
the Zoning Regulations and the relief will not tend to 
affect adversely the use of neighboring property. Paragraph 
3101.41 permits a child development center use if approved 
by the BZA Drovided that: L 

* 
a .  

b. 

C .  

d. 

e. 

t 

The center shall be capable of meeting all 
applicable code and licensing requirements. 

The center shall be so located and designed as to 
create no objectionable traffic condition and no 
unsafe condition for picking-up and dropping-off 
children. 

The center shall provide sufficient off-street 
parking spaces to meet the reasonable needs of 
teachers, other employees and visitors. 

The center, including any outdoor play space 
provided, is so located and designed that there 
will be no objectionable impacts on adjacent o r  
nearby properties due to noise, activity, visual 
or other objectionable conditions. 
require such special treatment in the way of 
design, screening of buildings, planting and 
parking areas, signs or other requirements as it 
shall deem necessary to protect adjacent and 
nearby properties. 

The Board may 

Any off-site play area shall be located so as not 
to result in endangerment to the individuals in 
attendance at the center i n  traveling between s u c h  
play area and the center  itself. 

L. The Board may approve more than one child 
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development center in a square or within 1,000 
feet of another child development center only when 
the Board finds that the cumulative effect of 
these facilities will not have an adverse impact 
on the neighborhood due to traffic, noise 
operations or other similar factors. 

g .  Before taking final action on an application for 
such use, the Board shall submit the application 
to the D.C. Department of Human Services, D.C. 
Department of Transportation and the DOC. Office 
of Planning and Development for review and written 
reports. The referral to the D.C. Department of 
Human Services shall request advice as to whether 
the proposed center can meet all licensing requirements 
as set forth in the applicable laws of the 
District of Cohmbia. 

Paragraph 3101.42 permits use as a private school if 
BZA approval is obtained, provided that: 

a. It is so located that it is not likely to become 
objectionable to adjoining and nearby property 
because of noise, traffic, number of students, or 
otherwise objectionable conditions; 

b, Ample parking spaces, but n o t  less than that 
required in Article 7 2  of these regulations, is 
provided to accommodate the students, teachers, 
and'visitors likely to come to the site by automobile. 

The Board concludes that the applicant has substantially 
complied with the requirements of Paragraphs 3101.41 and 
3 1 0 1 . 4 2 .  
requirements and the addition will have no effect on their 
future compliance. The Beauvoir School is located within 
the grounds of the National Cathedral property, thus it is 
well removed from major streets. Likewise, the pick up and 
drop-off spots are located at the front of the school, The 
center provides sufficient off-street parking to meet the 
needs of teachers, staff and visitors. 

The applicant has complied with code and licensing 

Sub-section 7202 .1  requires the applicant to provide 
two parking spaces for each three teachers and other employees. 
The applicant employs a total staff of 5 9  thereby neces- 
sitating the provision of 39 spaces. Further, there are over 
350 parking spaces dispersed about the Cathedral grounds. 
These spaces are capable of accommodating spillover should 
the 4 2  spaces prove inadequate. The Board concludes that 
the provisions regarding off-site play areas and other child 
development centers in the same vicinity are not applicable. 
The school does not have an  o f f - s i t e  p l a y  area and there is 
rot a child development center w i t h i n  1,000 feet of the 
school. The application was submitted to the OP, 



A 2 p l i c a t i  N O .  1 4 4 6 7  
Page 5 

D W ,  and DCRA f o r  r e v i e w .  T,ie ANC addressed no i s s u e s  for 
. t h e  Board t o  cons ider  and g i v e  "g rea t  w e i g h t " .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  B o a r d  ORDERS t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  be 
GRANTED SUBJECT t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  CONDITIONS:  

1. S t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  s h a l l  n o t  be increased f r o m  4 0 0  
s t u d e n t s  . 

2 .  T h e  number of f a c u l t y  and s t a f f  s h a l l  n o t  be 
increased from 4 7 .  

The  hours of opera t ion  s h a l l  n o t  be ex tended  from 
7:30  A.M. t o  3:OO P.M. 

VOTE: 4 - 0  ( W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh ,  P a u l a  L .  Jewell, Charles  
R. N o r r i s ,  and C a r r i e  L. T h o r n h i l l  t o  g r a n t ) .  

BY ORDER O F  THE D.C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
/ 

ATTESTED BY: 
EDWARD L. CURRY / 
A c t i n g  E x e c u t i v e  ' D i r e c t o r  

F I N A L  DATE O F  ORDER: AUG 2 9 1986 

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE ZONING REGULATIONS, "NO 
D E C I S I O N  OR ORDER O F  THE BOARD SHALL TAKE E F F E C T  U N T I L  TEN 
DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL 
RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT. " 

T H I S  ORDER O F  THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  O F  S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN A P P L I C A T I O N  FOR A B U I L D I N G  P E R M I T  OR C E R T I F I C A T E  
OF OCCUPANCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT O F  CONSUMER AND 
REGULATORY A F F A I R S .  

1 4 4 6 7 o r d e d D O N 2 3  


